March 13, 2012

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on March 13, 2012 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember    

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

CHRISTINE B. COTHREN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFFREY COLEMAN

Director, DES

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi commented on the St. Patrick’s Day parades held in Buchanan and in Peekskill and what a wonderful day was had by all.  She commended all who participated in the parades and wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

The month of March is Women’s History Month. The Supervisor introduced Jim Coleman, assistant to N.Y. State Senator Greg Ball, who congratulated Supervisor Puglisi for the new Cortlandt Train Station improvements.  He provided proclamations as members of New York State Women of Distinction to Sheila Guida and Marie Turner for all their contributions and work as volunteers in the Town of Cortlandt. Supervisor Puglisi echoed what was said and presented a proclamation also from the Town to both.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Mr. Coleman then gave a brief overview of what is occurring at the State level.  Last year the State closed a 10 million dollar budget gap without increasing taxes and no back door borrowing by finding ways to cut back on spending. There is a 2% property cap, lowered income taxes for New York across the State for 3 billion dollars in savings, the lowest level in 60 years.  Senator Ball was also successful in repealing the MTA tax on 80% of businesses that puts money back in the pocket of small businesses for reinvestment. They are continuing to find ways to control spending and not go above 2% growth on total spending for the State to prevent the need to increase taxes. Senator Ball is also intent on finding ways to control the mandates and trying to find ways for local municipalities and school boards to finance education.  
Pictures were then taken with Ms. Guida and Ms. Turner.

Supervisor Puglisi introduced Debbie Costello, advisor for the Hendrick Hudson Leos.  Ms. Costello introduced the 2 Co-Presidents of the Leos, Jamie Costello and Connor Briggi.  Ms. Jamie Costello spoke of the Stay Awake-a-Thon, an event to raise money for cancer awareness. Connor Briggi stated that the proceeds are going to be divided with half going to Happiness is Camping, a camp for children with cancer, and half to the Hudson Valley Hospital Cancer Center. Ms. Costello urged residents to participate in the Stay Awake-a-Thon.

The Supervisor then stated that the Enhanced Use Lease plan to downsize the 172 acres at the VA property which the Town has been opposing has expired. However, the Veteran Affair’s Department in Washington has said that they may go back to Congress to get a second authorization for the enhanced use lease or something similar.  If that occurs, the Town will continue to be vigilant and get involved to ask them to not to reconsider the plan.
Supervisor Puglisi showed a rendering of the new Cortlandt Train Station where now there is a platform where you can walk across the tracks which is a major convenience for the employees of the VA located right across the street.
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence.

    




* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  Noted that Connor Briggi also serves on the Parks and Recreation Advisory committee as a student liaison from Hendrick Hudson.  He also thanked the Mohegan Fire Dept. for their hospitality and invitation to attend 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
their installation dinner and awards program, commenting that they are one of the busiest departments in the county.  He also thanked the Buchanan 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for hosting a great parade. Councilmember Farrell also mentioned that he noticed that the bathrooms were locked at the new Cortlandt Train Station.
Councilmember Lindau:  Congratulated the 2 volunteers honored this evening and also stated that the Leos also do a very good job and urged support for them.  On Saturday, June 24th from 11-5 at Colonial Terrace the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a business experience and urged residents to attend.
Councilmember Becker: nothing to report
Councilmember Sloan:  Spoke about the 2% tax cap and how it was a political act by Albany legislature to try to show they are doing strong management of local government.  To the Town of Cortlandt it doesn’t matter as they are within the tax cap.  He remarked that with all the budget cutting by the State, they ask the local governments to abide by the rules but the law does not pertain to them. He added that Cortlandt doesn’t have a deficit and that many politicians are stating that they must address mandate relief yet there are still pensions and overtime in the State and inefficient bidding.  Councilmember Sloan also addressed the MTA tax stating that Cortlandt still has to pay this tax and also commented that legislative boundaries are being redrawn badly and shouldn’t be done to accommodate incompetence.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
February 14, 2012 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None
* * * * * ** * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

Annual 2011 report from the Recreation and Conservation Department.

For the month of February from the Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *
OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
None

* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter requesting to purchase a portion of a paper road known as 15th 
Street; and refer to DOTS, DES, Assessor and the Legal Department.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
RESOLUTION NO. 80-12 RE: Authorize the appointment of the Following Seasonal Employee in the Department of Environmental Services for the Year 2012.
RESOLUTION NO. 81-12 RE: Adopt the attached list of properties with respect to the In-Rem Sal scheduled for April 12, 2012 at 11:00 AM.
RESOLUTION NO. 82-12 RE:Authorize Lien with respect to clean up of property on Albany Post Road.
RESOLUTION NO. 83-12 RE: Resolution in support of a Veteran’s program known as “H2H Heroes to Hometown”
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 84-12 RE: Officially name the former Martin property “The Cortlandt Waterfront Park”
RESOLUTION NO. 85-12 RE: Authorizing an amendment to the collective bargaining agreement between the Town and AFSCME Local 2343.
Discussion: Regarding the cleanup of the property on Rt. 9A in Montrose, this came out of the citizen meetings being held over the last 2 years. The Town will be reimbursed by the bank owned property.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be polled, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

The following resolution was polled:
RESOLUTION NO. 86-12 RE: Authorizing the Settlement of three Tax Certioraris.
Councilmember Sloan:  
 Yes
Councilmember Becker:
 Yes

Supervisor Puglisi: 
 Yes
Councilmember Lindau:   Yes
Councilmember Farrell:   Abstain
The motion Passed
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
RESOLUTION NO. 87-12 RE: Authorize reimbursement for improper payment of water bill at 2075 East Main Street, Section 23.20, Block 3, Lot 13, Account Number 023301590-0
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.  

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 88-12 RE: Appoint Margaret Connaughton as 
Court Clerk II (Deputy Court Clerk) to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO. 89-12 RE: Authorize a resolution in support of Star Spangled Banner Day (March 3, 2012)

RESOLUTION NO. 90-12 RE: Authorize the release of security in the amount of $20,000.00 with respect to the Hudson Valley Hospital Center.

Discussion
None

All Voted AYE
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Town conducted interviews for the job given to Margaret Connaughton as Deputy Court Clerk and is delighted that she is joining the Town.

* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

Teri Cartos

26 Montrose Station Road

Spoke about the Supreme Court Decision regarding the decision between Citizens United vs. Federal Election Commission.  This decision gives corporations and other special interests to spend unlimited money in elections which had been banned for decades.  Ms. Cartos stated that this has been one of the most unpopular decisions.  She spoke at length regarding this decision and asked that the Town make the people of Cortlandt’s voices heard and put pressure on Congress by passing a resolution which states that corporations are not people and money is not speech and call for an amendment to the US 
HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.


Constitution saying the same thing. Other municipalities have passed such resolutions so far. She left an example of this resolution asking the Congress to amend the Supreme Court decision.
Joe Slocum

243 Broadway, Verplanck

Thanked the Supervisor and the Board for their assistance with the water issue concerning his home.

* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. on motion of Councilmember Becker and Councilmember Lindau
All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,
JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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